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Popular priorities, the SDGs, and 

government performance in Africa

Findings from Afrobarometer Round 7 surveys in 34 countries



At a glance

Á Mapping citizensõ òmost important problemsó onto Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) shows hierarchy among SDGs:

Á SDG8 (òdecent work and economic growthó) stands out as the top priority for 

Africans (57%).

Á Next in priority are SDG2 (òzero hungeró), SDG3 (ògood health and well-

beingó), SDG16 (òpeace, justice and strong institutions.ó

Á But priorities vary by country and region, age, gender, level of poverty and 

socioeconomic development.

Á Mapping government performance indicators onto SDGs shows 

frequent mismatches: poor performance where priority is highest.

Á By better understanding how ordinary citizens prioritize and 

understand the interactions among these goals, governments and 
advocates can design more effective interventions and engage 

more successfully with the public to achieve the 2030 Agenda 

goals.



What is Afrobarometer ?

Å A pan -African, non -partisan survey research project that 

measures citizen attitudes on democracy and governance, 

the economy, civil society, and other topics.

Å Started in 12 African countries in 1999. Round 7 surveys were 

conducted in 34 countries in 2016/2018 .

Å Goal: To give the public a voice in policymaking by providing 

high -quality public opinion data to policymakers, policy 
advocates, civil society organizations, academics, news 

media, donors and investors, and ordinary Africans.

Å A national partner in each country conducts the survey.



Where Afrobarometer works



Methodology

Å Nationally representative sample of adult citizens

Ç All respondents are randomly selected.

Ç Sample is distributed across regions/states/provinces and urban/rural 

areas in proportion to their share in the national population.

Ç Every adult citizen has an equal chance of being selected.

Å Face -to -face interviews in the language of the respondentõs 

choice.

Å Standard questionnaire allows comparisons across countries and 

over time.

Å National sample size of 1,200 -2,400 adult citizens yields a country -

level margin of error of +/ -2 to 3 percentage points at a 95% 

confidence level.



Survey demographics

Gender %

Men 50

Women 50

Residence

Urban 45

Rural 55

Education
No formal education 20

Primary 27

Secondary 37

Post-secondary 15

Religion

Christian 54

Muslim 34

Other 11

6



Findings



SDG context: Continuing challenges 

of poverty and service deprivation



Frequent food shortage (%) | 34 countries | 2016/2018

Respondents were asked : Over the past year, how often, if ever, have you or anyone in your
family gone without : enough food to eat?ó(%òseveral times,óòmanytimes,óor òalwaysó)
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Average infrastructure and social -service 
deprivation index | 34 countries | 2016/2018

Note: Afrobarometer field teams collect data about the presence or absence of 11 services 
and facilities in the enumeration area. The deprivation index is a national average of a simple 

count of the number of these services and facilities that were not available.
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Most important problems 

and prioritization of the SDGs



Mapping ômost important 

problemsõ onto SDGs

˂ Afrobarometer asks: òIn your opinion, what are the most important 
problems facing this country that government should address? ó

˂Across 34 countries, unemployment dominates the popular 
agenda (40%), followed by health (27%), infrastructure (24%), 
water and sanitation (24%), and education (21%). 

˂ Responses (up to 3 per person) are mapped onto SDGs.

˂ Mapping produces a clear hierarchy among SDGs:

˂SDG8 (òdecent work and economic growthó) stands out as the top 
priority for Africans (57%).

˂SDG2 (òzero hungeró) (310%)

˂SDG3 (ògood health and well-beingó) (27%)

˂SDG16 (òpeace, justice and strong institutionsó) (26%)

˂ But priorities vary by country and region, age, gender, level of 
poverty and socioeconomic development.



Most important problems | 34 countries | 2016/2018

Respondents were asked: In your opinion, what are the most important problems facing this 
country that government should address? (Note: Respondents could give up to three 
responses. Figure shows % of respondents who cite each problem as among their top three.) 
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